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Through xxx & xxx programmes we are working hard to increase business innovation levels in xxxx. 
And, although we know we have several very innovative businesses here, unfortunately, results from the Office of National Statistics Innovation Survey show Northern Ireland as being the least innovative region in the UK.
So, to support our local businesses to innovate successfully, the Department for the Economy (DfE) has developed an innovation boosting initiative called Innovate NI.  We are/xxxxx is a partner in this initiative which is open to sole traders, charities, public sector bodies, SMEs and large organisations.  
Innovate NI encourages businesses to follow a four-step innovation framework; the steps are:
· ideation,
· selection,
· development, and
· commercialisation.
As well as supporting individuals and businesses to innovate successfully, Innovate NI rewards businesses that are already innovating with a bronze, silver, gold or platinum level recognition from DfE. 
Businesses receive recognition based on the steps of the framework they have completed successfully. For example Bronze Level Innovators will have generated ideas but not chosen or commercialised a specific idea, while platinum rated businesses will have commercialised their idea and created value from it for over two years.
Businesses which can show their commitment to innovation are often attract and retain high calibre staff and investments and are more competitive, profitable and successful.
Our Economic Development Unit is currently helping local businesses & innovators to complete the self-assessment to find their innovation level. 
If you work with the business community, charities, entrepreneurs or the community and voluntary sector and see the opportunity to create value from an idea, please direct them to www.innovateni.com so they can receive the recognition they deserve.
Participants will also benefit from free advice to help them create value from their ideas, sign-posting to funding and support and free innovation workshops.
For more information visit www.innovateni.com or contact Economic Development Unit on XXXXXWhy promote innovation in xxxxxx? 
We need to encourage innovation among our local businesses because regions which are recognised as innovative: 
· create jobs,
· attract funding and investment, and
· attract residents and tourists.

